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marked with status identifiers in parentheses. The following 
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of claims in the application. 



1. (Currently Amended) An electromechanical switching 

de vi c e , comprising: 

having a main contact including - f3-) — which — comprioco — a number 
of main fixed contacts -^4-) — and a moveable main contact bridge 

—an auxiliary contact -(-6-^ — ^which leads during the switch-on 
process and which comprioca — includes a number of auxiliary 
fixed contacts — and a moveable auxiliary contact bridge 
(6) ,2 . 

a contact bridge carrier_j_ -(-8^ — which ia p rovided for ^fehe 

purpooQ — — actuating the main contact bridge -(-3^ and the 

auxiliary contact bridge — f6-)-, wherein at least one of the 

contact — partQ^ -i^, 4-? 6-, — ^ — bcing are mounted in a sprung 

manner, wherein charactGrigod — i« — that two stable positions of 

the auxiliary contact bridge -(-6-) relative to the contact 

bridge carrier — are provided, and 

^when the switching device is switched on, the auxiliary 

contact bridge -fS^ — in its first stable position closing the 
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auxiliary contact -f5-) — ^which leads the main contact -f3-) — ^by the 
contact bridge carrier -(-8^ — ^being actuated, and 

^when the switching device is switched off, the auxiliary 

contact -(-5^ — ^with the auxiliary contact bridge -f6-)- located in 
the second stable position opening before the main contact 43-)- 

by the contact bridge carrier (-8^ being actuated in the 

opposite direction , 

2. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in 
claim 1, charac tori zed — ±i± — fefear fewherein , during the switch-on 

process, the auxiliary contact bridge -(-6-) eaa — fee — movod is 

movable over into its second stable position fey — mo ana — e#via 

r the mechanical action of the auxiliary fixed contacts -f7-) — on 

the auxiliary contact bridge — (-&^. 

3. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in 
claim 2, charac tori god — ±¥k — that w herein , during the switch-on 
process, the change, which is triggered by the actuation of 
the contact bridge carrier — between the first and the 
second stable position of the auxiliary contact bridge -f&f 
once the main contact 43^ — has closed^ can trigger an opening 
of the auxiliary contact — (-5->-. 

4. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in 
one of claim& 1 to 3 , charge tori zed in that w herein , during the 
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switch-off process, the auxiliary contact bridge -(-&■) — eaaa — fee 
movo d is movable over into its first stable position by moana 
^via the mechanical action of at least one stop (11) — on the 
auxiliary contact bridge — (-64-- 

5. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in ^ae 
— claims 1 — fee — 4-, charac tori god — ifi — that w herein the auxiliary 

contact bridge -f6-) — is in the form of a snap-action spring. 

6. (Currently Amended) An electromechanical switching device_j_ 
comprising: 

having — a main contact 434 — which — comprioco including a 

number of main fixed contacts — (-44- and a moveable main contact 
bridge (3) 

an auxiliary contact -(-54 — ^which leads during the switch-on 

process and which comprioca — includes a number of auxiliary 
fixed contacts — (-74- and a moveable auxiliary contact bridge 
(6) ,j _ and 

a contact bridge carrier — (-84 — which — 3r&_^ provided for ^febe 

purpose — — actuating the main contact bridge -f34 and the 

auxiliary contact bridge — (-64-, wherein at least one of the 

contact — part s -(-3-; 4-? 6-, 7-) — being — is m ounted in a sprung 

manner , wherein 
charactGrigcd in that 
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two stable positions of at least one auxiliary fixed contact 
-VH — are provided, _arid 

^when the switching device is switched on, the auxiliary 

contact bridge -(-6^ — ^making contact with the auxiliary fixed 
contact -(-7-) — in its first stable position by the contact bridge 
carrier — ^being actuated and in the process closing the 
auxiliary contact — ^before the main contact — (-3^-, and 

^when the switching device is switched off, the auxiliary 

contact -(-5^ — ^with the auxiliary fixed contact — (-7-)- located in 
the second stable position opening before the main contact 

by the contact bridge carrier (-8^ being actuated in the 

opposite direction . 

7. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in 
claim 6, charac t or i g od — — fefea fewherein , during the switch-on 

process, the auxiliary fixed contact -(-7-) e6«a — be — movod is 

movable over into 

—its second stable position fey — mcana — e#via the mechanical 
action of the auxiliary contact bridge -(-6-) — on the auxiliary 
fixed contact — (-7-)-. 

8. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in 
claim 7, charac tori god — ifi — fefea fewherein , during the switch-on 
process, the change, which is triggered by the actuation of 
the contact bridge carrier — between the first and the 



7 



New PCT National Phase Application 
Docket No. 32860-000851/US 

second stable position of the auxiliary fixed contact 49-) — once 
the main contact -f5-) — ^has closed_^ can trigger an opening of the 
auxiliary contact — (-5-)-. 

9. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in eae 
— claims 6 — fee — &, charac tori god — — that w herein , during the 

switch-off process, the auxiliary fixed contact -(-?^ — ea*i — fee 
movc m ovi es movabl e^ over into its first stable position fey 
moano of tho v ia mechanical action of at least one stop (11) — on 
the auxiliary fixed contact — (-7-)-. 

10. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in 

efte — — claims 6 — fee 9-, charac tori god — — that w herein the 

auxiliary fixed contact -(-7-) — is in the form of a snap-action 
spring. 

11. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in eae 
of claims- 6 — fee — 3r^, charge tori god in that w herein two auxiliary 

fixed contacts 47-^ are arranged at least approximately 

symmetrically with respect to the contact bridge carrier — (-8-)-. 

12. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in eite 
s€ — claims 1 — fee — Sri, charac tor i g od — i« — that — wherein the main 
contact bridge -(^-)- and the auxiliary contact bridge -f6-) — are 
arranged at least approximately parallel to one another. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in 
efie — e# claims 1 — fee — 3r3-, charac tori zed — ±n — that wherein at least 

one of the contact bridges 45-; 6-) is arranged at least 

approximately perpendicular to the contact bridge carrier — (-8-)-. 

14. (Currently Amended) The switching device as claimed in 
ene — — claims 1 — fee — 3r3-, charac tori god — ±r — fefea ^wherein the 
auxiliary contact bridge — is mounted in the contact bridge 

carrier 48^ at a suspension point (10) , which cannot be 

displaced relative to the contact bridge carrier — 

15. (New) The switching device as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein, during the switch-off process, the auxiliary contact 
bridge is movable over into its first stable position via the 
mechanical action of at least one stop on the auxiliary 
contact bridge. 

16. (New) The switching device as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein, during the switch-off process, the auxiliary contact 
bridge is movable over into its first stable position via the 
mechanical action of at least one stop on the auxiliary 
contact bridge. 

17. (New) The switching device as claimed in claim 7, 
wherein, during the switch-off process, the auxiliary fixed 
contact movies movable over into its first stable position via 
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mechanical ac.tion o£ at least one stop on the auxiliary fixed 
contact . 

18. (New) The switching device as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein, during the switch-off process, the auxiliary fixed 
contact movies movable over into its first stable position via 
mechanical action of at least one stop on the auxiliary fixed 
contact . 

19. (New) The switching device as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein the main contact bridge and the auxiliary contact 
bridge are arranged at least approximately parallel to one 
another . 

20. (New) The switching device as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein at least one of the contact bridges is arranged at 
least approximately perpendicular to the contact bridge 
carrier . 

21. (New) The switching device as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein the auxiliary contact bridge is mounted in the contact 
bridge carrier at a suspension point, which cannot be 
displaced relative to the contact bridge carrier. 
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